Letters

Curated by Luisella Carretta, Marco Ercolani and Giuseppe Zuccarino . 

In an age in which traditional correspondence seems to be destined for extinction as it is replaced by 

telematically transmitted messages, and in which very few people still think of the possibility of writing letters by hand, perhaps it would be useful to try to go back to letter writing and to do it in a personal and inventive way. The intention behind the exhibition is to focus attention again on the genre of the "letter", understood as an "intimate fragment", a loose sheet of paper, a note which serves to sound out the human soul through emotions and thoughts that relate to the creative process of the artist. As Rainer Maria Rilke wrote to a female friend: "No, I am not doing it for you, but rather for the "thing", for my work - ultimately, in all my letters there is the trace of an intensity that vibrates and communicates itself; beyond a certain degree of intensity, nothing that has once vibrated is lost." 

Letters that are now impossible to write 

Letters that are secret and mysterious 

Letters that are written in unknown languages 

Letters that are ironic 

Letters that are dream-like 

Letters that are playful 

Letters that are illegible 

Images of letters. 

This project, timidly launched from Genoa, has been around the world. 

Global communication means that an idea can spread in a very short time. 

So the very opposite of the letter written by hand, put in an envelope and sent by post has been responsible for the transmigration of this project all over the world. More than twenty countries are taking part and roughly the same number of languages are involved. 

We have had to face rejections, postponements, uncertainties and denials, but we have also found enthusiasm and offers of help. 

We have been buried in letters, confused by letters, in often incomprehensible languages and unpredictable forms. 

An open archive of these letters will be created. It is our intention to carry on. 

Once letters were the only way of communicating.

Then came the telephone, which changed things again. 

But the value of letters remained in our memory: the secrecy, the waiting for a message that might (or might not) be in the post box. Some letters travelled for years before reaching their destination. 

Now everything has changed: text messages and e-mails arrive in real time, or never arrive, and yet an echo of that marvellous sense of uncertainty lingers, especially if the message could contain important news or memories of love. 

Letters written by hand embody the magic of communication, and this we should not forget, even though other fast, exciting means are available today. 

There can be no doubt that this has been an epoch-making change; now we want to recall the past by creating an archive which will perhaps become a small contribution to the archaeology of the letter. 

Those interested can still send us these traces of a time that is passing quickly and that hangs over us. 
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During the same day, 17.00 p.m., 

will be the opening of the exhibition 

in the Sala Lignea of Biblioteca BERIO Via del Seminario, 16 Genoa, Italy. 

The exhibition will be open until 18th march 2009 in working days from 16,00 p.m to 18,30 p.m. 
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